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ICEE receives funding from various 
sources, including the Australian public 
through National Sunnies for Sight 
Day, and Foundations such as Silverton. 
ICEE is not the beneficiary of  any 
government funding. 

Some of  our supporters assist ICEE by 
organising a fundraising event. These 
can be small or large. For example, 
the Optometrists Association Australia 
- Victoria Division recently raised $6000 
at its annual golf  day for ICEE. Other 
ideas are: cocktail parties, trivia nights, 
sausage sizzles, formal dinners, fun 
runs, walkathons, etc.  If  you would 
like to organise a fundraising event for 
ICEE, please contact Greg Campitelli or 
Hayley McDonald on 1300 66 42 33. 

FundraisingFundraising

The ICEE fundraising Team (l to r) Greg Campitelli 
and Hayley McDonald with ICEE volunteers Madeleine 
Whiting and Rodrigo Salas outside Tramayne Salon 
where the National Sunnies for Sight Day launch was 
held in  Melbourne

One of  the encouraging feedback letters received 
by ICEE from National Sunnies for Sight Day
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The International Centre for Eyecare Education (ICEE) is proud to announce 
that it has joined with the World Council of  Optometry and the International 
Agency for the Prevention of  Blindness, to form a unique partnership to enable 
optometrists and their patients to take part in combating preventable blindness. 
Called ‘Optometry Giving Sight’, this worldwide campaign is about to be launched 
in Australia through the Optometrists Association Australia.

ICEE will keep you posted on this exciting initiative.

Inter national  Centre for  Eyecare Education



This year’s National Sunnies for Sight 
Day took place on Friday 27 February.  
What an incredible day! As contributions 
are still coming in, it is not yet possible 
to publish the final amount raised. 
However, ICEE’s target of  $250,000 is 
within reach. These funds will be used 
to support ICEE’s blindness prevention 
programs in East Timor and the Western 
Pacific Region. 

Over 400,000 Australians took part in 
ICEE’s National Day. More than 1,500 
schools, kindergartens, sporting clubs, 
hospitals, fire-stations and many other 
workplaces across the country were 
involved. 

National Sunnies for Sight Day is 
about raising awareness of  eye health, 
blindness prevention and ICEE’s role 
in these, both in Australia and overseas.  
Australians donning a pair of  sunglasses 
sends a powerful message of  solidarity 
with ICEE’s aims and projects. 

Many schools and kindergartens make a 
tremendous effort to combine a fun day 
with the education of  students about the 
importance of  social responsibility, the 
tragedy of  avoidable blindness and the 
availability of  cost-effective solutions. 
ICEE is encouraged by, and thankful 
for, the many photographs and letters of  
feedback it has received.

National Sunnies for Sight Day 
is made possible by the generosity of  
corporate sponsors. ICEE thanks them 
for their contributions, which offset the 
costs of  running the day. This means 
donations from schools and workplaces 
can be used to implement ICEE’s 
blindness prevention programs. 

ICEE is well aware that it is just one 
of  the many organisations deserving of  
the financial support of  the Australian 
public. That you and others have 
chosen to commit time and money to 
blindness prevention through support 
of  National Sunnies for Sight Day 
makes ICEE all the more determined 
to deliver well run, results driven, cost 
effective programs that produce real 
benefits. This newsletter features some 
of  those activities.

Remember: it’s not too late to make a 
donation for this year, or too early to 
put in your diary the date for next year’s 
event. National Sunnies for Sight 
Day: Friday 25 February 2005. ICEE 
is always on the look out for people 
to get involved and help run this day. 
If  you would like to help, please call
1300 66 42 33.
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In April, 2003, a daily Eye Clinic service began at the Dili National Hospital in 
Timor Leste. This continues today. It is run by Sister Fatima Filomena de Rosalay 
(pictured above), who has undertaken ICEE training courses in Primary Eyecare 
and Refraction.

This Clinic offers affordable readymade spectacles to patients. In agreement with 
the National Hospital, and with approval from the Ministry of  Health, ICEE made 
a seed donation of  2,000 pairs of  spectacles. An inventory monitoring system was 
developed in partnership with Sister Fatima. A rotating fund was then established. 
This involves each patient paying a modest amount for new spectacles, and this 
money then being used to order further spectacles to replenish the Clinic’s stock. 
In this way, the system is self-sustaining. No further financial input is required from 
ICEE or any other external agency

To date 1,955 people have consulted Sister Fatima’s 

Eye Clinic. She has dispensed 673 pairs of spectacles. 

Prior to the opening of  the Eye Clinic, the people of  Timor Leste were reliant 
on intermittent visits from Australian optometrists. Sister Fatima’s work has had a 
direct impact. With a diminished demand for visiting optometry services in Dili, 
the Australian teams can now concentrate on delivering eyecare services to the rural 
areas until permanent eye clinics are available there also. 

In 2004, ICEE plans to conduct an evaluation of  the provision of  affordable 
readymade spectacles at the Dili National Hospital. The intention is to improve on 
the current system, and then expand the spectacle supply scheme to other districts 
in Timor Leste.

East Timorese nurses Joaozinho da 
Cruz and Alito Soares began training 
in ‘Vision Techniques’ at the LV Prasad 
Eye Institute (LVPEI), India in August 
2003. This was made possible through 
the ICEE Scholarship Program, 
with sponsorship by Paul Brown 
Optometrist. 

The LVPEI course is designed to give 
a good understanding of  eye anatomy 
and physiology, with strong emphasis 
on clinical techniques, including 
refraction. The ‘Vision Techniques’ 
course is providing these two nurses 
with extensive practical experience. 
They are learning to identify and treat 
eye conditions that commonly occur in 
Timor Leste.

In their own words:

“The training we have had will be 
very useful for the people of  Timor 
Leste as there is a big need for 
eyecare there. We hope the good 
cooperation between ICEE and 
the Ministry of Health  continues 
in the future. I have learnt many 
useful skills and I hope ICEE 
continues to work in Timor Leste 
so we can continue to upgrade our 
skills.  I know the people of Timor 
Leste are waiting for us to get back 
to begin our work!”

Alito Soares de Araujo

“There are many barriers to people 
being able to use eyecare services 
in Timor Leste, so we will need 
to work with our communities to 
overcome these together.  After 
this training I want to use what I 
have learnt to benefit the people 
of Timor Leste - I now feel much 
more confident to manage their 
eyecare problems and I look 
forward to beginning my work.  
ICEE supporting me to come and 
study eyecare in India has been 
one of the best things to happen 
to me.  I want to say thank you to 
ICEE and to everyone involved in 
making this possible.” 

Joaozinho da Cruz

Joao and Alito will return to Timor 
in August 2004. It is planned that, 
in addition to delivering professional 
eyecare service to their people, they 
will become the National Nurse 
Eyecare Trainers. In this capacity, they 
will be involved in future in-country 
training programs run by ICEE and the 
Timorese Ministry of  Health (MOH).

A further five nurses have been selected 
by the MOH to undertake the ‘Vision 
Techniques’ course. These nurses will 
begin their training in June 2004.

Funds raised through National Sunnies 
for Sight Day have been used in 
Timor Leste. Recently, The Silverton 
Foundation, based in Texas USA, has 
also become a significant supporter of  
ICEE’s Timor Program. Silverton is 
dedicated to empowering disadvantaged 
people through initiatives in education, 
health and social services. The aims of  
Silverton and ICEE exactly coincide in 
Timor Leste.  

Silverton’s generous support will 
purchase equipment for an Eye Clinic 
in each of  Los Palos and Maliana 
(where Joao and Alito will be based), 
enable three of  the five nurses to 
undertake ‘Vision Techniques’ training 
in 2004, and assist in the development 
of  the Timor National Eyecare Plan. 
This will greatly supplement National 
Sunnies for Sight Day funds used in 
this important project.

Permanent Eye Clinic in
Timor Leste
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